CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BRIDPORT AND DISTRICT
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 6th February 2025
Time – 7pm at St Mary and St Catherine Catholic Church

1. Welcome and opening prayer.  Sue Herman- Chair.
2. Attendees. Mark Brown, Graham Wilson, Peter Jenner, Jane Wilson, Vince O’Farrell,
    Theresa Gordon, Philip Ringer, Peter Clark, James and Michele Craddock, Lorna
     Johnson, Ruth Jenkins- Treasurer, Cally Burch, Colin Groombridge, Jean Mitchell-
     Treasurer Youth Project, Muriel Martin, Seb Gawen, Heather Purse-secretary.
3. Apologies for Absence. Kevin Davenport, David and Janice Collins, Louise Heatley,
   JohnYarrien.
4. Changes required to Minutes from 31st October. No changes required. Minutes
   signed by Sue as correct.
5. Feed back from Youth Project.
    Seb, Lorna and Peter Jenner have been in conversation, a formal meeting is booked for later in February. The Youth involved with each church as yet have not got together but they have expressed a wish of having bible study together and possibly meeting more than once a month. Sam Mead -(Youth for Christ) is still attending Colfox on a voluntary basis 2 days a week, with the goodwill of Colfox. Helping with mentoring and the primary pupils who will be going up to Colfox next year. The aim is to set up a Faith Debate Club – Christian led possibly after school with a youth Alpha course. If at a lunch time under the banner of Big Questions to enhance public speaking and debate. Would like this group to be a separate pastoral group which is tied into the local community rather than a specific church. Needs funding for food, books and resources. So costings are required. Donations from individuals into the youth project amount to £180 per month with a £5,413 balance.

Peter would like to run a Primary/Junior school holiday club run similar to the three day one event in Dorchester, will need volunteers with DBS check, safeguarding certificates etc.
As for Primary school children, John Rees is attending assemblies at St Mary’s and hopes to start an after school club in their Hall twice a month to compliment the Wild and Messy church held at St Swithun’s. Under the Flourish pilot scheme. Rev’d Becky Ayers-Harris, a diocese funded post has I day a week allocated to help with this. John is also trying to develop something similar in Bridport Primary.
Colin Groombridge visits St Catherine’s. Admits that the post confirmation children often disappear after 6 months. The RC church used to have a summer residential school for youth at Buckfastleigh Abbey which was cancelled last year. Colin would like to be included in the above meeting. Together with Beacon church it looks as if there may be a core group of 6/8 young people to start a club. 
     
6. Advent and Epiphany Services.
 All were well supported between 50-60 people. All services flowed well. Thank you to the small choir from the RC church for helping at the Advent and Epiphany services. Taize service at a new venue was delightful. Some of those who attended wished to have the same venue next Advent the service does not necessarily need to be on a Sunday. Epiphany service at the Fellowship church was lovely and different. Please think about whether your church could host the Advent/Epiphany service this year.
The Beacon Church is set to have a Christingle service on Sunday 14th December.
The meeting suggested that everyone sends there proposed list of Advent/ Christmas services to Heather as soon as possible to prevent duplication.


7. Christmas Tree Lightening, Nativity Play and Carol singing after the boxing day
     swim.
    Were all well attended, and went without a hitch. Comment on the unusual robust tree, how much it was admired. Made by James Radcliff, harbourmaster.
    
8. Christmas Day Lunch.
Peter Wilson and Sue thanked for all their hard work in organising a very successful Lunch. Thanks to Heather for stepping up to cook the lunch. Easier this year as the Turkeys had been cooked in the professional ovens at Framptons all at cost price. 6-7 of the volunteers at front of house have booked to help again this coming year. 50+ likes on Bridport Banter. Possibly needs wider advertising, number of people were not well enough to attend but the volunteer drivers made sure a meal was delivered.
The lunch costs approximately £800 to put on. This year £530 came from CT funds with £270 in donations. Have only £85 left, ring fenced for this years lunch. Suggestions for funding include a crowd funding appeal, asking donations from the local churches and advertising the event at our Melplash rest tent with a donation pot.
Sue to ask Peter if he is willing to organise the lunch again, if not Heather to write a thank him on behalf of Churches Together.

9. Tea and Games.
First introduced in 2016 as a means were people can get together on a Sunday afternoon which is known to be a day when people feel most lonely? As yet we may not be achieving this goal. Churches need to advertise this event. The first one at BUC, in November, 25 people attended with a good Quiz, singing and a lovely tea. Christian Fellowship produced an equally lovely tea and great Quiz on 12th January. All start at 2:30pm.
March 23rd BUC to host
May 11th  will be hosted by St Mary and St Catherine’s
September 14th to ask St Swithun’s or St Mary’s to host.
     
 10.  Pray Bridport- Continues to be well attended. Good to pray together
                               Tuesday11th February BUC. At 6pm due to Big Band rehearsal
Tuesday 11th  March 6:30pm St Swithun’s
Tuesday 8th April 6:30pm Beacon Church
Tuesday 13th May. Christian Fellowship

11. Vigil for Peace.
Continues at the Chapel in the Garden on the first Saturday in the month. Plus outside BUC on the 3rd Saturday. The C of E parish council has agreed to host the vigil outside St Mary’s on the 4th Saturday of each month. Time 12 noon to 12:15. Quite gathering. Request that the posters about his event are revamped. The Roman Catholic church has discussed doing a vigil in their garden but it would have very little passing witness value.
Heather to ask the town Council if they would be willing to give slots on Bucky Doo Square for this type of event.

12. Walk of Witness-Good Friday
This was discussed by Kevin and Theresa. To make it a powerful witness need a longer time to organise so that the pilgrimage between the churches could be organised and the types of services in each church arranged.
However the time of the Walk of Witness this year has been altered so that those taking part can be at their own churches by 12 noon. Starts at the Christian Fellowship, East Street at 10am and walk to Bucky Doo where the service will start at 10:30am and finish by 11:30am. Suggestion if groups walk from their own churches it may be a more powerful witness. One cross only is needed for this event.
Many have been part of a witness walk in the past, saying prayers at different shops, places of interest/ community areas etc. In one town they finished with hot cross buns!
A poster is required for this event. Planning needed for next year.

13. Easter Morning- Dawn Service. East Pier, West Bay. Although the sun will rise earlier this year it is felt that 6am will be early enough for most people. Philip Ringer is happy to lead this service. To ask for help as and when required.

14. Maundy Service- Seder. Although not a Churches Together event. Harry at Christian Fellowship preforms the Seder and explains the various meanings of each ritual around the meal. A meal is no longer eaten as it took away the very profound meaning of the Seder. It is usually well attended but visitors are welcome the request is that you book a place if you wish to come, either through Harry at Christian Fellowship or Sue bridportsec@gmail.com  Start at 7pm finishes at 7:40pm.

15.Bridport Stations of the Cross
These paintings have been stored for a number of years so it is the right time to use them again. Colin Groombridge to consider displaying them at St Mary’s and St Catherine’s. If not will be displayed at Bothenhampton.

16. Holy Saturday
A mission event aimed at young families and those on holiday. Under the banner of Come and Sea which had its first event last year. The activity aims to tell the Easter Story. With messy church type stations. At St John’s Church, West Bay. 10:30am -12:30am. Again not a Churches Together event but please tell families about it.

17. Services on the Green
At West bay in the summer. Peter Clark agreed to liaise to form a programme. Hope to have a completed calendar of events by next meeting. Aim to share resources. General opinion is that the witness for Christ would be more powerful if more Church members supported these services by attending.

18. Melplash Show Rest Tent.
Thursday 21st August. Need to man from 8am until 6pm. Peter Jenner needs 4 volunteers for each two hour session. Marquee, tables, chairs, hay bales etc. supplied by the show. Area to sit and rest. CT supplies refreshments to include cake, for a donation towards funds.  Erects a gazebo inside the marquee for as a quiet secluded area for baby changing and feeding babies. Also lays on simple children’s activities outside the tent. To volunteer please email Peter- petermjenner@outlook.com 
A suggestion that each church produces an A4 poster on their services and what each church offers. Poster to Peter by 18th August.

19. AOB 

World Day of Prayer Service- 7th March St Swithun’s 10:30am.

Parish Green Day- Eco Church. Saturday 27th September. Contact Janet Webster on ecochurch@parishofbridport.org if interested.

A query was raise about having a service at the shows. Used to do one at the Steam Fair, but was stopped by the organisers.  Dorchester show has a service on the Sunday theme of Harvest. Last year Bishop Karen, John Yarrien and the Salvation army were involved.

The Beacon Church requires more Male volunteers on a Wednesday and Friday 11am to 2pm. To help with meals and showers. Many who attend are homeless and would appreciated male volunteers.
Also have a weekly prayer group 5-6pm on a Thursday.
Advertising a part-time manager for the kitchen. Job description and specification list can be sent to anyone interested.

Information Leaflet on Churches Together in Bridport.
Peter Clark has old copies of this leaflet which he is willing to revamp. Once completed to go into Tourist Information and churches.

Healing for the sick
Colin Groombridge offered an anointment of the sick service. The meeting agreed that this was a good proposal and was accepted and Colin was thanked for his offer.

Drama Club
Sue would like to put on a production of ‘Man Born to be King’. Looking for volunteers to take part. Please talk to Sue if interested.

Change Bank Mandate for Churches Together Bank Account.
Ruth Jenkins (Treasurer) raised to the meeting that changes to the signatories on the account were required, as Cathy Hince no longer a representative. She proposed to the meeting that Sue Herman(chair) and Heather Purse (Secretary) should become the secondary signatories to the account. Proposal was accepted and all members were in agreement.  

    
Date of Next Meeting. 
Tuesday 29th April. Time 7pm.   At St Mary and St Catherine Catholic Church.
Will start with a short AGM.


