CHURCHES TOGETHER in BRIDPORT & DISTRICT
Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 24th June 2025
Time 7pm – St Mary’s and St Catherine’s Catholic Church
    
1. Welcome and opening prayer – Sue Herman. Chair
2. Apologies for Absence-  Colin Groombridge, Peter Jenner,  Philip Ringer,  Peter Clark and Cally Burch.
3. Attendees- Kevin Davenport, Vince O’Farrell, Lorna Johnson, Seb Gawen, Jane and Graham Wilson, Michele and James Craddock, Sue Herman, Ruth Jenkins and Heather Purse
4. Minutes of meeting on 30th April – No amendments required, signed by Chair as correct. Thanks to Kevin for completing these minutes.
5. Chairman’s Remarks- A number of posters about events are coming through to Sue and Heather without prior knowledge. As posters details are often scarce. It would be useful to have further notes sent especially as requested to be sent out to CT contacts. If a Churches Together led event please label on poster as such and/or use Logo.
Prior to next meeting please send individual reports to Sue and Heather for inclusion to Agenda. 
Sue sees hers Chair role as a facilitator.
6. Treasurer’s Report – Opening Balance on 1st June  - £1628.69
Subscription letters to all churches sent, except Loders Methodist Chapel which is now closed for worship. Total funds expected £519.34 from June. Represents a 2.5%  increase. 
Expenditure since 1st January- Total £615.40. Includes Gifts for Nativity £39, Bank charges £27.80. Christmas Lunch- Washington pool Farm £103.48, Thank you presents for organising lunch  £50.50, Cooked meat from Frampton's £394.62.
Received donation of £300 from one Church plus have a forward balance of £264.89. Total Ring fenced for Lunch 2025 = £564.89.  In September all Churches will be asked for a contribution towards the Lunch.
Reserves needed = £820  At least £250 for insurance excess if required for third party claim. Insurance due October £480, Bank charges £50. Recently informed that £5 a month charge is going and to be charged 40p per transaction. Taizé Licence £40. Currently shortage for this year = £43.30                                                                       
7. Planned Summer activities
a) Melplash Rest Tent- Thursday 21st August.- 9 volunteers have signed up to help, need another 8 but only get 14 complimentary tickets. Please email petermjenner@outlook.com to volunteer. Offering Refreshments, Baby Changing and Feeding facilities. Craft, toys and a Game for children plus somewhere to relax. Donations of Cakes and buns gratefully appreciated. List of ingredients in the cake required. Cakes to be brought to Bridport United Church on Wednesday 20th August between 10-12noon. Also complimentary tickets will be given out to those who have volunteered at this time. Kevin has volunteered to help Peter on the Wednesday to put up gazebo etc., no other help required on that day. If Churches want an A4 poster for outreach about their church i.e. times of services, activities, contact details. Email Peter 
b) Pray Bridport- Tuesday 8th July St Mary’s and St Catherine’s at 6pm
                      Tuesday 12th August,  St Mary’s Bridport at 6pm
                                 Tuesday 9th September, Beacon Church at 6pm  
                                 Tuesday 14th October, BUC at 6pm
          Remains valued by those who attend, usually 15-20 in attendance.
c) Tea and Chat -    Saturday 26th July BUC at 2:30pm. Extra event on request         Sunday 14th September St Swithuns’, Allington at 2:30pm.
Sue would like this to be a monthly event so venues required for October, ? End of November, January and February. Attended by 20 to 25 catering for sandwiches, other savouries and cakes required by host church.
D)  Services on the Green. Sea Sunday  13th July- Lead Philip Ringer at 4pm
                                        Sunday 20th July- Lead David Collins at 4pm
                                        Sunday 27th July- Lead Jane Wilson at 4pm
     The Green booked with Town Council, Electricity from St John’s if required. Peter has booked some folding chairs from St Mary’s depending how many can go into a car. Safety assessment required via lead of service, or send details of equipment being used, activities to Heather for her to devise the assessment. 
9. Youth Project- Verbal report. Next meeting on 8th July when notes will be available. Planing an older young peoples’ meeting on 14th August at Coopers Circle, Allington Hill. To look at ideas and views from these young people as to what they would like to see and plan a programme. Will provide a Newsletter with information and possibly contributions towards the project. Need Churches Together insurance document,- Ruth to provide to check cover for this group. All volunteers will need DABs checks and Safeguarding policy. At a district level Lorna and Jane deciding which Church policy they will work with. Group funds may be needed to train lay volunteers, possibility using the Dorset West Circuit (SWIM). Would also like to get involved with the youth gathering at West Point. The Beacon Church is already welcoming young families on a Thursday evening for food and fellowship. To see if some older children would like to help at the Rest tent.
Group leading on this are- Jane Wilson, Lorna Johnson, Seb Gawen, Mark Brown, Cally Burch and Jean Mitchell.     
10) Future activities.
    Advent Carol service- Sunday -30th November - Request for Church to Host. Ruth if required will help with music at 4pm
Taizé service- Sunday 7th December, Holy Trinity Bothenhampton at 4pm 
Epiphany Carol service Sunday 4th January. St Mary’s and St Catherine's at 4pm. 
Christmas Lunch- Sue willing to do the bookings and Transport for Christmas Lunch. Need someone to organise and get the food for the Lunch. Cook or Chef required.
Sue would like to revisit organising Lent lunches on Wednesdays in Lent.    Home made soup and bread and cheese with donations going to a decided by  the hosting church or Christian Aid. Time 12:30.
Sue also suggested Churches together thought about a Maundy Meal but not to attempt anything that looks like a Seder. Evening meal may clash with church services.
Walk of Witness – will be placed on Agenda for September meeting. Ideas so far - Pray and walk to each church and school.                                                    Joy of the Resurrection- 14 stations.                                                                Meet at Bucky Doo and join with Christian Fellowship
11. A.O.B
Good books needs more financial help please ask congregations for response. Also require a speaker for their AGM on 15th July. To talk about their Christian Faith and back ground.
Parish of Bridport Eco day 27th September at St Mary’s Church 9:30 to 4pm. ‘Together we can Make a difference’. Ideas about working collaboratively. Key note speakers in the morning.  Afternoon workshops. Michele to check if places need to be booked.
Quiet Christian Revival ongoing. Number of bibles being sold is increasing. Interest in Miracle Clubs. 
Up Loders church for general sale no community group interested in taking it over.
Beacon Church buying building. Unfortunately outside, Grade 2 listed. Fortunately inside is not.
Hopeful Hampers has been able to donate some food to Beacon Church.
Pathways to care need more drivers. On average taking 26 people a week often to the specialist hospitals.
 13. Date of next meeting Tuesday 30th September at 7pm. Beacon Church
