Churches Together in Bridport & District
Minutes of meeting on 19th January 2026 at 7 pm at  Bridport United Church

1. Welcome & Opening Prayer led by Sue. 

2. Present: Sue Herman (chair), Cally Burch, Peter Clarke, James Craddock, Michelle Craddock, Kevin Davenport, Lorna Johnson, Vince O’Farrell, Janet Robinson, Wendy Williams, Graham Wilson, Jane Wilson, Heather Purse (secretary)
Apologies: Philip Ringer, Peter Jenner, Seb Gawen and Ruth Jenkins.

3. Minutes of meeting 30th September 2025 were approved and signed.

4. No matters arising.

5. Chairman’s report
 Sue informed the group that she would like to have a named representative for each church whose responsibilities would include receiving information from Churches Together. Displaying posters and notifying church members of diary events through verbal or written church notices. She has been made aware that not all congregation members are given details of ecumenical services and combined events.	
Welcomed - Wendy Williams to the meeting who is now acting as the representative for the Quakers’
       Action: All.  Please inform via email to Sue and Heather of  your church representative.


6. Treasurer’s report.
Ruth was not able to attend the meeting tonight so she sent a written sheet of fund movements. 
Bank Balance  £2,018.63. Balance to cash book £1,956.04. Receipts for 2025 subscriptions £592.01, Christmas Lunch £997.40= £1,589.41.
      Payments include Christmas Nativity expenses £39, Insurance £457.60, bank charges£45.60, Advent  
     Taizé music license £122.34. Christmas Lunch 2024 £548.60, Christmas Lunch 2025 £48.92
      = £,1262.06
       Cash book receipts for Christmas Lunch- monies bought forward 1.1.2025 = £264.89, Melplash show 
      donations £152.51, cash Donations on Christmas day for lunch £409 + bank receipt = £1,823.80
       Payments made for Christmas Lunch. Fruits of the Earth £48.92, Oxford Bakery £120, Washingpool   
       Farm £130.99  = £299.91
       Further cost expected to come from Red Brick cafe and for the Chefs time.
       Framptons have waived their bill for the Turkeys. Not sure what the bill would have been. Cost was
       around £400 last year

7. Reports on recent/future events:
a) Christmas Lunch: A very happy and worthwhile event. 80 to 90 people fed, a number of lunches were sent home to those who could not attend. Giles was the chef who cooked 2 years ago. A good number came to the peeling party on Christmas Eve. Within an hour all vegetables were prepared, tables laid and decorations put out. Andy from Soulshine brought his Polish Family and a Polish desert to share. Morrisons gave the crackers and soft drink. A volunteer had been found to help David with the transport of food. Thanks to Cally for being part of the clear up team after lunch and to Lorna. It is thought that Thank you letters should be written to those who help towards making this a success. There was a suggestion made that coffee should be served after the lunch, this is considered impractical due to the lack of space on clearing up from the meal. It was suggested at the meeting that the donation raised at the Melplash Rest tent should go the BUC to help cover the cost of fuel for cooking and heating. All agreed that this was a good use of the donation.
Action. List required to Heather of volunteers to do this. Ruth to pay BUC.

b) Advent and Christmas services:   Advent Carol Service at BUC. Approximately 40 attended the well thought lovely planned service. Taizé service Bothenhampton attended by 73 people, thank you to Ruth and the rehearsed singers. Christmas service at Bucky doo hosted by BCF, no one at the meeting had attended this event, so no report received. Bridport Nativity nicely chaotic, a very good way to tell and witness the Christmas story. Epiphany Carol service with RC choir and Holy Trinity Bradpole, singing a selection of carols, plus readings and dance. Thank you to all who help planned these services.		               

c) Pray Bridport: Running monthly for last 18 months very successfully. However recently the quiet contemplativeness of this group changes depending on who attends. A very small number have wished to take over the session. It should be recognised that not everyone prays in the same format. It is suggested that the hosting church lays down at the beginning of the session how the prayer group will run and all will be asked to respect these wishes. A period of silence between each pray is useful. There was a recognition that if not carefully managed, this could fragment the group.
Dates for Pray Bridport.    All on a Tuesday starting at 6pm.
  10th February    St Catherines and St Marys RC
  10th March        BUC
               14th April          St Swithun’s
               12th May          St Mary’s, South Street
               9th June           St John’s West Bay
Action: All, Please check dates for your church are correct.

d) Stand for Peace    Numbers vary each Saturday from 5 to 15 . Have a very positive reaction from onlookers. Worthwhile as acting as a witness to God and for the people of Bridport.   Time 12 -12.15 Saturdays in the month.
· 1st – Chapel in the Garden.
· 2nd – Beaminster
· 3rd  – BUC
· 4th – Bridport Quakers.


e) Tea and Chat
Last Sunday’s Tea and Chat took place at St Swithun’s although few in number, the wet weather may have been a contributory factor, was a very wonderful occasion. The youth in the parish hosted and led the quiz. Willing to repeat in June. Proposed dates. Tea and Chat starts at 2:30pm
Sunday 22nd February          Holy Trinity Bothenhampton. On street parking at South Lawns. 
Sunday 22nd March              Venue required.
Sunday 26th April                  Venue required
Sunday 14th June                  St Swithun’s, Allington
Action: All.  Please contact with Venues for March and April please. Dates can be altered.

11. Lent Lunches. From 12 noon until 1:30pm.  Fridays in Lent. Serving- Soup, bread and cheese.
        20th February              Holy Trinity, Bothenhampton
        27th February              St Catherine and St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church
          6th March                  St Mary’s Bridport
        13th March                  St Mary’s Church Walditch
        20th March                  Bridport United Church
        27th March                  Beacon Church.
       Discussion was held regarding what charity any profit should go too. Vote between Christian Aid, Air
       Ambulance and Weldmar. Vote elected- Christian Aid. Heather to contact Jill Henderson for possible
       advertising material.
        Action: All.  Please check venues correct.  Poster completed.

12. Monthly Prayer Breakfast This idea was raised by Father Colin Groombridge, of a simple breakfast
      followed by a possible talk and prayers. Or it could piggy back on the Big Breakfast at BUC and be held
      in the back room. Before any further discussion on this subject need to know what Colin had in mind
      and also if adding to the cooked breakfast would work for the catering team.
         Action: Rev. Colin Groombridge to give his thoughts, if involvement with BUC is needed then
       discuss with Ross and her catering team.


13. Walk of Witness. The Anglican churches have arranged a Walk of Witness to occur on Palm Sunday.
      29th March, which is the 5th Sunday so normal church rota does not apply. The plan is that   
      congregations meet up at their own church. Starting by reading the Passion Gospel before walking to
     Holy Trinity, Bothenhampton where an inclusive Choral Eucharist will take place at 4pm. 
The church will be open before the service from 3:15pm for refreshments for walkers etc.
   Action: All are welcome to attend and take part. Does anyone know of a donkey that could be
   part of one of the walks.

14. Stations of the Cross. It is ten years since the Bridport paintings were produced to represent the
     various stations of the cross. It would be lovely to display them again on their 10th Anniversary, so 
     they will be displayed in St John’s, West Bay during Holy Week. They will be displayed on purposed built
      frames.
     Date -  Monday 30th March to Friday 3rd April. The church opens each day at 10am and closes at 4pm. In
     order to display the pictures, volunteers are required to monitor the display, as St John’s has a very
     small congregation.
     Action: Contact heatherpurse@yahoo.co.uk to give a date and time that you are available to
    volunteer.

15. AOB
a) St John’s, West Bay. The Anglican parish has started a wide community based discussion on how this    space can be used for Christian Witness in Bridport and for our holiday visitors. Any ideas would be much appreciated. The building is in need of some repair and viable ideas would be helpful in order to establish what this church building needs in order to increase outreach.  Action : Ideas to Cally Burch pioneervicar@parishofbridport.org
b) Churches Together in Dorset. Holding a Quite Day on Saturday 25th April at the United Church, Dorchester for more information please contact Peter Clarke revpt@btinternet.com
c) Outdoor services at West Bay in the Summer. Poorly attended last year needs better posters, promotion and planning. Suggest two people take the lead for each Sunday afternoon starting with Sea Sunday 12th July. There will be a Come and Sea event for young people the weekend of 8th-9th August, so perhaps on this day this could be combined. Mentioned that there is a Ruth Jenkins who runs a community choir. (Not our Treasurer)If you have a contact could you please let us know.
              Action: Everyone to think about what they could do and when. Bring ideas to the next meeting  
              or contact Sue or Heather. Item on the Agenda for next meeting.
d) Good Books. Lent book chosen for lent courses or personal reading ‘ Meeting God in John’. If you would like a copy please contact Good Books. The shop is also looking at starting a Christian Book Club meeting monthly. If this is of interest to you please contact Good Books.
e) Janet Robinson raised the point that it may seemed that there are too many social/community events rather than ecumenical services. Admitted that social events are needed, for those who are lonely, but does not transpire into more worshippers in Church. Should we concentrate on Christian Witness. Nativity good but should we share in a Pentecost event or Remembrance event. 
             Action: For members to think about. 
f) Youth worshipping Group. Met in November with different church youth and parents. Need to now have a debriefing meeting to do something with the youth that is ecumenical with Christian Content using funds from the Youth Project set up by Churches Together.
g) More communication needed. To reactivate website and more content in The Bridge magazine. May have to pay for this.
h) World Day of Prayer Friday 6th March at 10:30 at St Mary’s Church, South Street. Sue Bird who has led this for a number of years is standing down and a new leader needs to be found. Heather asked if Churches Together should accept responsibility for buying the literature required each year but the organisation still needs one named person for correspondence etc.
             Action: Volunteer required.

Date of next meeting Monday 9th March at 7pm
 in the inner room of Bridport United Church. Refreshments from 6:45pm



										   


